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MEDICAL SERVICES IN YUGOSLAVIA

Leo Noro

On a trip to Austria and Italy in the autumn of 1952. the writer had an
opportunity to tour Yugoslav hospitals and factories for 2 weeks. He was per-

mitted to talk with all classes of people and to visit any institution he wished,
without any surveillance whatever.

Although socialized medical serviee prevails in Yugoslavia, private practice
of medicine is permitted end private practitioners can be Tound both in the cities
end in rural areas. Compulsory social insurance provides free medical services
only to factory workers, officials, and collectivized peasants. Private enter-
prisers and peasants not belonging to collectives must pay for their own medical
services. Since 69 perce~t of the population of the country is agrarian, the
social insurance coverage is quite limited and, in the case of accident insur-

. ance, covers only about two million of the 16 million population of the country.

Medical, Training

Yugoslavia has five medical schools. The two largest are located in Belw
grade and Zagreb. Smaller ones are located in Ljubljana, Sarnjeve, and Skoplje.
They have a total enrollmeni »f' slightly less than 4 ,000 medical students.

After World War II there were approximately %,000 physicians in the country,
and presentlv there are about 6,000, which is & ratio of one physiclan to approx-
imately 3, ... population (in Finland the ratio is 1:2,000).

Before a student Is admitted to medical school, he must have completed a
preliminary training which corresponds to that requived in Finland for admission |
to the university, Outstanding students may, however, be admitted upon comple-~ i
tion of a 3-year premedical, secondary school whose curriculum includes physics, :
chemistry, biology, anatomy, sociology, social politics , and physiology. The i
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years, with 2 additional years devoted to practical
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entive medicine beginning in the first year of training.

The qualifying examinaticn is given at a university,
clan may enter government service.

& government stipend of 3,
As in Finle- 4, specializat

after which the physi-
While in training, medical students recelve
000 dinars a month, which suffices for a bare existence.
ion requires an average of 3 years.

Approximately 80 percent of m
The writing of medical textb
vriters receive from 200,000
munal physician may at best r
Yugoslavia has 14 medical jo

edical textbooks are published domestically.
ooks is a fairly remunerative pursuit, since these
to 300,000 dinars, tax-free, By comparison, a com-
eceive this amount for an entire Year of service.
urnals, some of which are quite eminent.

Administration of Medieal Service

The Ministry of Health of the federal government directs the medical serv-
ices of the country. Each republic has its own ministry of heelth. The repub-

lics  2re divided into six to elght districts, which in turn are divided into

vrban and rural medical communes, each with its cwn physicians and health cen-
ters,

A physiclan may be ordered to serve in any part of the country, unless he
is a specialist. Hospital physicians have a 6-hour day, and roentgenoclogists

have a 5-hour day. Compensation is on the basis of a fixed monthly salary, which

is surprisingly )aw. Communal and town physicians, whose practices approximate

those of Finnish physicians, receive only 10,000 to 12,000 dinars a month. The
cost of living is fairly low, hovever. An apartm nt with three or four rooms ;
can be rented at 40O to 700 dinars e month; und bread costs 32 dinars a kilogran, !
meat 150 t0.200 dinars, and milk 3% dinars a liter, Clothing is especially expen-
Sive: a man's suit costs 15,000 to 50,000 dinars, and shoes 1,000 to 6,000 dinars.
The -salary-is-tax-free and 25 percent of it is in the form of coupons which- i
entitle the holder to purchase industrial products at a reduction of 80 percent. ;
Professors' salaries,which are among the highest, are about 22,000 dinars a month. !
Nurses receive 8,000 to 12,000 diners & month, or nearly as much as physicians. . ;
The physician . husband of a couple the writer met received 12,000 dinars a month; ;
and the wife, an Xﬁray technician, received 13,500 dinars a month, of which H
3,000 .dinars were compensation for hazardous work.

i
)
i
i
'

... In comparison, a housemaid received 5,000 .to 6,000 dinars a month, while ;
skilled tradesmen receives salaries approximately equal to those of physicians :
and fregquently greater. Hovever, paticnts have begun to make calls upon private, !
physiciens, thinking thus to cbtain better medical service. General practiticners !
charge 100 to 150 dinars for such calls, while specialists charge 300 to 400 !
dinars., This type of income, however, is frequently heavily taxed. A young )
physician begins-at a salery verying between 6,000 and 7,000 diners a month and

receives an increase at the completion of each 3 years of service. The maximum !
salary is 18,000 dinars & month.

All' wage earners, including pbysicians, receive a femily ellowance of 3,000
dinars a month for each child. Physicians eng2ging in private practice are not .
eligible for family benefits. Hospital physicians may also receive 2,000 to 3,000
dinars a?ditional salary a month for refraining from private practice. Hygienists
receive special. consideration of 6,000 dinars' additional pay a month. Physicians
are perﬁittedAto.accept part-time employment, generally compensated for on an {

hourly b.sis. Thus, a physician may receive 150 dinars an hour when working for
an insurence institution. ,
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